The UK armaments industry is in a state of turmoil as the defence industry's budgetary and development strategies are changing rapidly, with the political will to cut the UK defence budget and introduce international competition for all but the most important technologies for the future. The state has a substantial armament industrial base that can at least partially satisfy strategic needs. With competitive bidding, the list of technologies essential to maintain a satisfactory technological base is not very long and is exclusively military. In principle, it is a question of a willingness to import or authorise the sale of British armaments firms in a much wider range than that of its allies. In practice, lobbying somewhat reduces the effect of these principles. 
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