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The Alternative Report on Africa (RASA) A useful but incomplete continental project

The Alternative Report on Africa (RASA) 1 seeks to break the idea of an economically and socially exhausted Africa, whose increasing share of the population is sentenced to immigration to developed countries that do not wish to receive it. He noted that the methods of analysis adopted by the various reports on Africa do not sufficiently take into account the specific realities of this continent. As a result, the methodological approach used to warn Africa's future involves mainly the ideological reflections and indicators of an unbridled liberalism that has itself inflicted heavy losses on this continent. In this context, the economic indicators provide useful information, but they must also be crossed with other measures concerning freedoms, solidarities, authentic living conditions, the importance of religious or civilization objectives pursued by groups of people more or less concerned only with the values of GDP, private property, overall or individual consumption, material well-being, or the weight to be accorded to the present in relation to that of possible futures.

The RASA advocates a philosophical, ideological and methodological reversal of the concepts proposed by international organizations. It aims to determine the criteria that reflect real life, as it is lived and accepted by Africans in their natural environments. It is a second stage of decolonization, that of the spirits and a new conquest of a true sovereignty on the specific vital objectives of the inhabitants of a continent. It is intended as a tool for reflection on the relevance of public policies and their real impact on the autonomous and sovereign transformations of African societies. It is a question of determining a new concept of development for and by Africa, "to construct a definition of the progress of Africa and Africans closer to their cosmogonies and visions of the world, their realities and their practices; to report on societal, economic, cultural, religious, political, and environmental developments and transformations that give another idea of Africa that is being constructed and which, in fact, eludes conventional indicators of development and well-being; to reflect the prospective vision of Africans and the evolution of their (their) thought (s) on Africa and the world; giving voice to African citizens and actors in the production of a report that innovates in its methodology of development by setting up a platform for the production of knowledge and information combining scientific, community, citizens " 2 .

The question arises as to whether, from an economic point of view, there would not also be a "clash of civilizations" 3 . World economic development has probably been important for a century, but at the same time it suffers from many deficiencies that are not without concern. It would be paradoxical that Africa, in the wagon of the end of the train of an excessive and unrestrained consumer development of the world's natural resources, does not seek to find other ways. If all the countries of the world spent the world's natural resources at the pace of the economically developed countries, they would disappear quickly, but definitely for everyone.

The RASA intends to reflect on another mode of development, new measures more accountant of the pain and joys of Africans. It is not about defining a new future with the only voice of the experts who always have knowledge of the values that have been taught to them in the past, but to return to an enlightened philosophy that is not about performance alone, but also on the life that we wish to live and propose to the men / women of the future. It is about informing, sharing knowledge, fighting against contradictions in order to define a common project that leaves no one on the road to social progress. In this context, it is necessary to build specific instruments to guide action. If no one takes a positive look at Africa, Africa must come up with a thought that is unique, authentic and sovereign, and then project it into the world.

I. I. Reports that do not respond to current and future challenges in Africa.

There is many reports on Africa, but they do not respond to current and future challenges in Africa. Most retain a vision of the future that is constant, stabilized, econometrically well established on the basis of information based on statistical concepts that are increasingly contested and unable to take into account the organizational and civilizational specificities of countries. However, the world situation does not offer sustainable structural prospects, in view of the destruction of free goods and services (water, air, natural resources, etc.) allowed by a neoliberal globalization blinded by the search for ever-increasing profits, which ultimately threaten the very existence of humanity. Africa is poorly measured, poorly qualified and poorly represented by instruments and measures that do not apply well to its economic, social and political reality. Thus, the Observatory of Emergence in Africa4 has proposed to classify African countries according to a method that uses universal indicators and indices adapted to the realities of the continent. The thresholds it contains do not allow any African country to be described as emerging, which does not help to sufficiently highlight the progress of Africa according to its own criteria.

Africa is a land of power over the world. It is perceived as an eternally assisted place. The big companies plunder its natural resources. Africa has been historically drained of its human resources by slavery, it has suffered constant wars, the weight of tyrannies and ill-lived ideologies, it has been a place of conflict for the great economic powers, a domain of hunting and hunting, plundering natural resources for multinational companies, it hardly ever has a say in the establishment of a new international economic order. Africa has not been the victim of an internalized rejection of development, simply because it has always been exploited to promote the economic development of the colonizing countries or the rise of multinational corporations corrupting local authorities. The result is the famous vicious circle of poverty whose psychological effects on the population are exacerbated by the rise of social networks. While international institutions are more positive about the continent's growth rates in times of global economic crisis, this is not a reliable expression of rationally sustainable economic development. It is a system based on the infinite increase of a GDP with questionable content, i.e. in a new system to define in which the conditions of pollution, climate, and respect for working conditions, sustainability and sustainability of production would be ensured. We must not rely on technological progress to find alternatives to the recurrent economic and social crises that affect the poorest countries even more violently. Moreover, without drastic international public action, climate change will not fail to create new scarcities and violent changes in living conditions on Earth.

In international organizations, Africa's very poor level of development is often reported. It is generally recommended that it develop its production capacities in order to promote its development through systemic industrialization and to enter into the concert of world competitions as defined by the rules of the international economic institutions. Today, Africa as a whole is in a great state of dependence, the value of its currencies is low, it has only a limited control over its own resources, its voice in the international concert is indistinct, often fractured, dispersed, inaudible according to the interests and economic policies of the African rulers. Its military power is very limited, even negligible5 , its place in the international concert of culture and science remains incidental, the speech of its media falls into the ocean of indifference, its natural resources are exploited by protected foreign companies by the great powers, the finances of its states and its citizens are insufficiently reinvested in the countries of origin. For the most active countries in Africa, there is talk of "emergence", an adjective that refers to a positive vision of catching up in global competition and free trade. Are African countries able to integrate positively into the global economy as a result of significant institutional and structural changes? This strategy involves promoting export-oriented production and reducing the weight of production destined for the domestic market, a new high-risk dependency policy.

For RASA, in recent years, the prospects for Africa seem to change positively. According to international figures, African economies have grown globally by 5% a year, for 10 years. In 2018, real GDP growth is broadly maintained, driven by public investment, strong domestic demand for goods, and the strength of the services sector. "Africa thus seems to have become the normative" new frontier "of the world, the continent that catches the eye, raises the hope of the planet to see it infuse a new dynamic, new values"6 . This positive effect is relayed, if not led, by foreign direct investment (FDI) from China, India and other emerging countries. The Chinese government has decided to inject $ 60 billion into development projects in Africa to improve agricultural productivity, develop infrastructure (roads, railways, ports) and reduce public debt. This new dependence of African countries on China may be questionable. These investments are not aid granted to Africa, but a search for economic control of the labour forces and indigenous natural resources, a new form of dependence that is sometimes useful in the short term, but also very constraining in the long term.

Thus, these values of hope do not lack contradictory effects. It must be remembered that the precariousness of this growth is very large, because of the type of production concerned and the services offered, when it is dependent on foreign operators who may only invest in their production for international trade, but most of whose profits leave the country to settle in politically stronger and less tax-rich countries 7 . Profit repatriations and the demographic effect (despite increasing immigration) mean that per capita real incomes are degraded. In these circumstances, Africa must build its own instruments to measure the progress of its national economies in the light of the needs of its people and its citizens. Is the type of development advocated by the great powers compatible with African societies? Should we always follow the same path as the one now decried in terms of pollution and climate, of so-called developed economies? Should we always question the productive capacity of a country without regard to the interest of its consumption? Can the concept of a gross domestic product that is so questionable be retained as the main indicator of the strength of an economy? GDP is an indicator used to classify states into their obsession with economic growth and development8 . Yet it is a simplifying aggregate that does not integrate ecological, environmental and societal issues, leading states to engage an excessive importance for the economic values. It does not take into account the depletion of soil and subsoil, pollution, international and national security, democratic freedoms, citizen solidarity or cultural influence. Its virtual monopoly of use has caused heavy damage to the potential of the Earth, for the exclusive benefit of a few states and multinational firms.

For RASA, the goal of catching up with development is nothing more than a mirror for larks; in fact, it takes again the base of the structural adjustment plans of the 1980s. It inscribes the continent in a system of competition whose rules it knows badly. Africa does not have the means of autonomous transmission capable of combating the internal inequalities favoured by the system of emergence, which leads to overexploiting its own natural resources until their deadly exhaustion. In the absence of foreign exchange, economic structures and strong instruments of power to participate in the global free trade system, Africa is doomed to be constantly losing. In these circumstances, it will soon be necessary to return to a domestic economy geared towards the internal market. Economic globalization has fostered the rise of large multinational corporations, has strengthened the power of the most powerful countries, has allowed the emergence of some large countries like the BRICS, it has substantially reduced the role of public authorities over the world on national economy, it has encouraged countries to admit unequal competition in terms of power relations, it has proposed to States to develop their attractiveness, which is nevertheless the base of external and internal inequalities. All countries are in an exacerbated dependence on markets and international economic rules, except when the most powerful states want to free themselves, especially when they are in conflict with each other. In this context, the ranking of the most productive countries per capita becomes a patent of good behaviour, whatever the productive operations carried out and their basic interest for the populations. Africa is then stigmatized for its lack of organization, corruption, poor governance, low value-added production, inability to retain local financing and the permanence of internal conflicts. The result is a kind of global collective disregard for the continent, which weakens his or her words.

The questions then posed by the RFWS concern the universal scope of international laws and the criteria of judgment on the "well being" of populations. In other words, should the criteria of developed countries be used to define the human development of populations? Should we simply compare peoples in their capacity to produce market goods and services indefinitely without a negotiated reference to the usefulness of their social, philosophical, and egalitarian content? How to define the relative happiness of citizens? What are the guiding principles of economic and social progress? RASA wants to help African countries define the goals of their societies themselves by building new indicators of social and human progress, without direct reference to the paradigms of the globalized global economy. It involves questioning the throes of crippling domination effects and evacuating the social violence of multinational corporations and the plundering of Africa's natural resources for purely commercial purposes.

I.1. The proposals of the UN Economic Commission for Africa and Refining Progress

The report of the UN Economic Commission for Africa has proposed several indicators9 . They introduce the final consumption, revenues inequalities, domestic labour, health and education expenditures, costs of cars accidents, water, air and noise pollutions, lost of wet ground, reduction of fossil resources, ozone couch reduction, long term damages (CO2 and nuclear)

Redefining Progress, an NGO, proposes GPI (Genuine Progress Indicator). The objective of "green" GDP is to measure the negative or positive impacts of growth on the environment and natural resources, which will be permanently removed from the productive system when they are exhausted. It takes into account overall personal consumption, including income inequality, net external debt, cost of durable goods, social adjustment (social fractures such as crime, accidents, time lost in transportation, divorces, unemployment, leisure time, etc.), environmental adjustment (cost of pollution, scarcity of agricultural land, destruction of forests and non-renewable resources, etc.) and beneficial adjustments (such as domestic work or volunteering).

GDP defines the added value of the entire productive system, without questioning the intermediate consumption of "natural" goods, which are supposed to be free, indefinite and inexhaustible. GPI (Genuine progress indicator), on the other hand, takes into account all social constraints, the perverse effects of the productive system, the future and the quality of life of individuals. In this context, this development index serves the developed countries in their comparison with developing countries, which will no doubt later be called the countries with differentiated development. However, in calculating GPI, material living standards still play a key role, which excessively reduces the negative effects of the social, ecological and environmental variables taken into account, which reduces the quality of judgment on the sustainability of development. The question is whether the GPI is a sustainability indicator, or an indicator of "economic well-being". He remains too sensitive to short-term issues of immediate "well-being". In this context, it does not sufficiently respond to the question of economic development, with its structuring foundations for the sustainability of this well being in the future. Above all, since the advent of liberalism and the theoretical rejection of mercantilism, economists develop this index, without any consideration for the social and civic peace10 .

It should be noted that consumption, income inequality, health and education issues, the dangers of daily life, pollution of water, air, wetlands, water loss are taken into account such as arable land and fossil resources, the dangers of industrial and energy installations, but the question of internal and external security is not even addressed. Most African countries suffer from insecurity, daily violence, ethnic, political or inter-state conflicts. This is probably, in the history of Africa, the fundamental reason why this continent has not had economic and human development in the face of the looting of its people and its resources. 11 aims to determine the level necessary to reach a sufficient feeling of satisfaction of the citizens, on the basis of the standard of living, the feelings of "well-being" and the health, educational, cultural, community life qualities. serene and sustainable ecosystem diversity. The calculation covers growth and economic development, conservation and promotion of culture, safeguarding the environment, sustainable use of resources and good governance. Its calculation is the subject of many hypotheses whose application deserves a serious study of their actual consequences on the results obtained. In this index, the notion of good responsible governance is interesting, but it still does not address the issue of "eternal violence".

I.2. The Gross National Happiness Index

I.3. Genuine Saving (GS) includes

all assets that directly or indirectly produce "well-being". It is a measure of wealth accounting, of the annual evolution of the capital stock of a nation. It accounts for natural built capital (machinery, buildings, telecommunication networks) such as non-renewable and renewable resources, and short-term and long-term climate-related developments) and intangible (social and human) necessary for the communities. The GS introduces, alongside and in the offsetting of GDP, the real saving rate of a country, after amortization of the capital produced, including positive investments of human capital (in particular education and health), after deduction of the depletion of recognized and available stocks of natural resources (energy, minerals, forests, water and clean air). In most cases, the price of natural capital is set by the market, but not in others (nutritional value, landscape quality, biodiversity). Social capital is a measure of the quality of institutions and social networks. The basic assumption is that wealth is a fundamental basis of well-being, and any loss of wealth has consequences for future well-being. However, it does not explain everything, including the development of citizens and their security. I.4. Finally, the Human Development Index (HDI) includes not only economic variables, but also statistical values for health, public education and income indicators. It gives interesting results, but sometimes difficult to interpret. It takes into account the health and longevity of men (measured by life expectancy at birth), the knowledge or level of education (average length of schooling or decision-making capacity), the level of life (per capita gross income in purchasing power parity) and the satisfaction of basic material needs such as access to healthy food, clean water, decent housing, good hygiene and medical care. However, these indicators do not always lend themselves to indisputable interpretation12 . Developing countries have a slight HDI growth, which highlights better integration into the global economy between 1990 and 2016, with the exception of several African countries. The question is rather to question what is really human development, what are the criteria that would be prioritized for human "well-being" and development (especially concerning freedoms and inequalities)? Is precariousness in social life not a scourge that comes from wars, lack of law enforcement, violence of all kinds, whether military or police. How can the armies and the police-justice couple, with the help of the public authorities and the legislator, ensure citizens a daily life away from physical and moral violence, and ensure the necessary individual and collective freedoms? All these indices do not introduce significant indicators for one of the most serious scourges on the African continent.

II. The proposals of RASA

For RASA, the modern concept of development is not adapted to the African situation. New and more relevant indicators, taking into account the fundamental elements of African civilization, including the question of appropriate powers, paradigms, models and criteria in African contexts, need to be found.

II. 1. The concept of "development" is unsuited to the African reality.

"Development" aims to categorize States on the basis of specific economic criteria which are based on defining the reality of the productive system of the Nations on the only immediate market bases, thus ignoring the values of the future, the patrimonies of Earth and national and international inequalities. Thus, we can present the underdeveloped countries, then "developing", then "emerging" to compare them with the "advanced" developed countries, examples for all the latecomers. Social progress goes through these stages, which involve innovation, the capacity to invest, but also the organization of a productive system conceived legally by the rich ruling classes with the help of the daily work of the other classes put at their service. In international relations, there are therefore the developed countries whose development system must be valued, and the "backward" countries, more "poor" who can not get out of their period of colonization, without the responsibility first on this state is actually recognized in the facts and international law. Some international economic organizations provide support on the basis of projects that meet the same principles and interests.

Structural adjustment policy has been strongly contested for its violence and inefficiency, before it is abandoned for new projects like "Millennium Development Goals", "Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper", "Structural Transformation of the economy "which embody the continuity of a masterstudent relationship that never allows them to get their exams. The logics of domination and exploitation of Africa are never questioned. For RASA, macroeconomic indicators are not enough to assess the welfare or development of the African Man, who remains reluctant to the cultural uniformity demanded by the great powers, by gradually eliminating all diversities. In this context, Africa does not have to catch up if it wants to be itself, with its values and diversity. Africa is today mostly unable to value the categories that are unique to it. It has suffered financial flows that have evaporated from its production space to other places, often illegally or encouraged by corruption, which has increased the external debt ($ 400 billion in 2015). Thus, many public subsidies have been used to increase private profits and inequalities, multinational corporations and their affiliates monopolized the lands, and the militarization of African nations is an economic and social burden, without the security or the power of the states, on the contrary.

The economic development claimed by the international order emphasizes the market economy (though strongly contested in fact by the monopolies of the big multinational corporations and by the protectionist interventions of the biggest powers), the sacred individualism and the relations of organized forces in the political, strategic, economic and military order. This system, which should work by itself, does not fail to experience serious economic crises, unbearable inequalities, violent relations based notably on predation. Poverty is seen as the result of chronic inefficiency of those who live it13 . Yet growth is not the unsurpassed goal of the human being, who cannot base his happiness on the mere possession of artificial things and services created to turn them into consumers of the major international markets. Today's world is shaken by structural contradictions, by the perverse effects of economic and social domination, by a process of unalterable and ever more destructive production of personalities, personal life time and open thinking. Development models have no doubt helped to reduce hunger, improve the health of peoples, but today, with the existence of technology and science, another life could be opened to the whole of the world humanity, in sharing. While the hard sciences have undergone considerable development, the social sciences still refer to the philosophers of yesteryear, and sociologists are unfortunately rarely listened to by the demands of the dominant "Friedmanian" economists, for whom the function of an entrepreneur is to first and only to make profit, regardless of the consequences for employees. Today's global system leads to the oligarchic concentration of economic and political power, democracy knows the "adverse effects" of oriented information produced by oligopolies, environmental disasters such as global warming and loss of biodiversity are well known, but no answer is given by those who have the power, in the short term, to act. The insecurity at work in developed countries is also the testimony of a society that advances without questioning the "well-being" of men 14 .

Africa is an ignored continent, poorly estimated, poorly measured, poorly represented. Colonization and slavery systems confiscated its history and no international law has made it possible to define a simple compensation. In addition, the statistical systems in place do not give it the place it deserves to have, the data produced do not reflect the reality of the life of the indigenous populations, because of the discrepancies between the theoretical indicators and the situations real life.

II 2. What new relevant indicators ?

The question is what are the relevant indicators in terms of heterogeneous African values? So Africa has nothing to teach in the world, probably not in the field of mass production, but in the field of the know-how? Should we have or distribute useful information for the continent? For RASA, it is necessary to put the African citizen at the centre of the objectives of a specific economic and social progress, which would at least as much appeal to the richness of the diversity of Africas as to the global world now proposed as master. We must leave the development path advocated by liberal thinking and rethink a new project based on the local knowledge and heterogeneous cultures of the continent. Africa must decolonise its thinking and engage the foundations and structures of its own history. It is a question of taking into account societal, economic, cultural, religious, political, environmental and specifically African evolutions and transformations, to release a prospective vision on the place of Africa in the world and to take the floor again on all the stages communities, by defining new organizations for the production of scientific, community, citizen and popular knowledge. In this new context, five multidisciplinary themes are favoured by RASA.

II.2.1. From conceptual abstraction to the diverse realities of Africans

Africa is not only what the world outside of it defines. The intrinsically African reality is not well understood by international experts and the measurement tools crafted by the most powerful countries are not adapted to a specific analysis of the African world. It has well-defined geographical features, but it is not limited to its contours. It came out of the stereotypes that prevailed in the colonial period. Pride of Negros was then a fighting weapon for decolonization 15 . Africa is also cultures that have spread throughout the world; it is a disparate population and demography, well-defined social specificities, living political objectives, evolutionary, sometimes revolutionary, at least in its history. Talking about Africa to characterize all the countries of the continent leads to simplifications that reduce the potential of each of its entities. Africa is also a diaspora in its relationship with itself. It can help improve scientific and organizational skills, financially support development and help improve the image of an Africa in the making. Africa is not only a set of cultures; it is also a claim to belonging and a history often common, but dominated, in the modern era, by colonization and slavery. What does it mean to be African today? This thematic axis postulates that the relations of the peoples of Africa with those of the diaspora must constitute an area of particular interest, which requires analyzing them separately from Africa's relations with the rest of the world.

II.2.2. What are the specific African thoughts that could feed the African man today?

It is a question of understanding the great questions of civilization that may have arisen, erasing if possible the gang of ideas received by the invaders of territories and brains or the masters of wealth. It is a historical epistemological approach to classical African thought. On this basis is it possible to build an African cultural model, in order to define for the present and the future, specific access routes to the "well-being" and the collective and personal development of its inhabitants? This raises the fundamental question of Pan-Africanism and regional integration.

II.2.3. How to introduce the question of power, powers and their application in Africa?

Democracy has lost its bearings; it is becoming rather plutocratic in view of the importance of information oriented towards the richest or the best-informed or supported social networks. Is this still a mode of government that is adapted to Africans? It is not always understood as the fundamental basis of today's societies because of its deviation and it is no longer a factor of decisive political stability. The question really arises as to its practical application for the accession and the preservation of power; it does not allow a satisfactory answer to the values and history of Africans. Its exercise often seems to be a simple transplant, with the rejections that this sometimes assumes. How to reinvent modern institutions by retaining the legitimate principles of African societies? This question deserves new developments, which must be allowed to ripen. The project is about setting up an alternative to build in the face of liberal globalization16 . African society has often been organized around a leader (which avoids the fragmentation of political spaces) and its elites (capable of regrouping the fragmentation of knowledge) 17 . It is thus a self-centred, endogenous development with a monetary sovereignty conquered or rather to conquer, and governance that stimulates productivity while strengthening the collective feeling of living together. It is a question of defining the type of democracy applicable to Africa, in the respect of the rule of law. We must strengthen the legitimacy of the state within the framework of the diversity of social dynamics, value the natural resources of the continent for Africans, find a better articulation between the market economy and the underground economy, but also strengthen the processes of regional politico-economic integration, participate in the establishment of a sustainable and fair globalization model, and decolonize the minds, but also the economic dependencies initially produced by colonial and slave relations. While preserving the basis of its African culture, it must be open to the culture of the world.

II.2.4. The citizens sovereignty is an ideal alternative to liberal globalization.

For RASA, the project of popular sovereignty is the ideal alternative to liberal globalization. Capitalism is supported by the dominant states; he creates social classes that suffer the violence of the capital / labour relation. Imperialism plays its devastating role, with the most powerful states assisting large multinational corporations in a system of exploitation and legalized predation. The idea of a major international exploited class is difficult to put into action, as the means of security and communication between the opponents are clearly unequal. The question is all the more difficult to tackle, as the demographic challenge of Africa is considerable in terms of economic, social, philosophical and economic issues. The potential labour force is expected to reach 1.25 billion in 2050. How can this growing labour force be absorbed into productive and rewarding jobs?

II.2.5. What are the paradigms, models, criteria, indicators and calculation methods adapted to African contexts?

On this occasion, it is necessary to define the application of the principle "think globally and act locally". According to the meaning assigned to it, the colonization of knowledge gives free scope to the centres of power of developed countries, which inevitably creates the conditions for new domination. On the other hand, any action initiated locally, based on the notion of belonging and contribution to global dynamics, can be positive. New measurement tools need to be put in place, not to compare with other companies, but to measure progress over time against targets. Can African "well-being" be assessed on the basis of the optimal satisfaction of individuals, families, tribes, communities and states with regard to the relevant economic or political conditions? How to value family solidarities, the oral transmissions of culture, but also the social etiquette, the pharmacopoeias of traditional medicine, the diversity of regional food and especially African traditions and mythologies that are creators of dreams and hope infinite? This is to fuel the debates on the ends of African societies, to help them take the economic and political orientations that are close to their societal and human aspirations. It is through this struggle, and the work on him of every African, that Africa will be rehabilitated in its history, its thoughts, its weight in the evolution of the world of today. This is an interesting program, but still at the level of ideas. The method of action is not really described, but the objectives are defined. Much remains to be done, as it lacks a reflection on the security and heterogeneity of Africa.

III. The RASA avoids questions of national and international security and the economic and religious heterogeneity of Africa

If the proposal made by RASA are not lacking in interest in a reflection on sustainable development and a legitimate challenge to free trade that states and large multinational companies support, while reducing the In practice, security and state heterogeneity issues, which are essential, are not really addressed. The security of a nation is an essential condition for its development. It is not appropriate today to consider security only from a military or police angle. The living conditions of people matter at least as much. International bodies recognize this idea when they undertook studies on the creation of an International Fund for Disarmament for Development (FIDD), which could have benefited African countries [START_REF] Fontanel | The creation of an International Disarmament Fund for Development[END_REF] . But, irrespective of the difficulty of coming back to the idea that a country's security depends on its military strength, many political, economic and financial obstacles have emerged that are sufficiently strong to prevent the setting up of a procedure that is difficult to control and verifiable 19 .

Table n°1 shows the disparity in per capita incomes of African countries, which therefore do not, at least in the sense of the current economic analysis, have the same levels of development, the same potentials with regard mainly to the availability of their natural resources. It should be noted that the indicator, expressed in purchasing power parity, sharply decreases the image of relative poverty or level of development of African countries. While the purchasing power parity system offers another reading of economic development, GDP remains the central indicator, despite its limitations 20 . It is therefore interesting to remember that economic information must be "filtered", taking into account the particularities of domestic consumption, fluctuating exchange rates, inflation or the underground economy of countries. The question is how intra-African trade will be able to take place and what general principles will be applied. Will they be based on the rules of the market, on multi or bilateral agreements for mutual exchanges or on a mutual aid system? What will be the relationship of African countries with the outside world, that of globalization, what place to give to multinationals and their dominant role in the African economy and what instruments of internal solidarity to build? At bottom, Africa remains a divided continent, with interests that, today, appear complementary only to fight against the economic and political dominions that they undergo from the outside. Similarly, the major players in economic globalization have opposite internal positions, between the states22 (which are often part of beggar thy neighbour policies, which are not very supportive), and multinational firms (which have a monopoly over many technologies, such as GAFAM23 ) or even the direct or indirect control of nongovernmental organizations24 . For RASA, Africa must reject marginalization and open up its political space to ensure its own original development.

The question of internal and interstate security is hardly addressed. Like most economic theories, the RFWS rapporteurs make the assumption that it does not alter the daily lives of citizens. They postulate a security that would be ensured if the material conditions of life were previously ensured. But this analysis does not seem consistent with the real life lived by Africans. African countries are often in conflict, with porous borders, and the military power is often very present in the authorities. Table 2 shows that the share of GDP devoted to defence is not negligible; it is sometimes very important, as is the case in Eritrea, Libya or even Algeria. On the other hand, the sums committed are high for Morocco, Kenya, Egypt, Nigeria or Sudan. It can be seen that the Maghreb countries are spending proportionally large sums for military purposes. The Report neglects these power struggles and enmities between African countries, as if these military expenditures were not intended for internal conflicts in Africa. Except perhaps for North-East Africa, this assumption is not very realistic.

In addition, the conflicts in Africa are important, the civil war is even endemic in many countries of this continent. An "African" solution should be found to adversary and warlike relations in the vast and uncontrolled territories of the Sahel, which suffer both from water scarcity and insufficiently productive arable land, from the lack of jobs for young people, but also religious, ethnic or mafia antagonisms. It is difficult to hope for a "lasting" or "sustainable" economic and social African burst, as long as the state is not in a position to recover all its sovereign functions. The call for "peacekeepers" does not meet the objectives of the Report, but it is also not clear that this remedy is effective under the current conditions. The list of civil, ethnic and international wars that have rocked the African continent for a decade is long and painful [START_REF]On peut citer notamment la guerre civile du Darfour, de Kivu, de la Somalie, du Tchad, en Lybie, au sud-Soudan, les rebellions des Touaregs, les crises ivoiriennes, en Centrafrique, au Burundi, au Mozambique, au Kenya, au Burkina-Faso, au Mali (avec l'aide de la France), dans la république du Congo, la République démocratique du Congo, les révolutions vertes[END_REF] . Some of these wars are still relevant, which should encourage the project rapporteurs to find ways to fight "eternal violence". While many countries are experiencing interesting economic growth, most of the time they are based on the exploitation of raw materials and energy resources, managed by multinational companies, which invest their added value in developed or tax havens countries 28 .

It should be noted that this Report does not sufficiently reflect the balance of power in the world and gives no guidance on how to avoid them in the face of the multiple conflicts that could arise from the position of the multinational firms supported by the more powerful countries of the world to continue to exploit their raw materials. Cuba has suffered from a violent economic war, which still today prevents its development. The history of humanity is part of conflicts for the direct or indirect predation of wealth [START_REF] Coulomb | The birth of the political economy or the economy at the heart of politics[END_REF] . In the same way, to safeguard interesting commercial positions, countries can engage in military operations that reduce the potential for state autonomy, not to mention the strategies put in place to create conditions of enmity inside and outside. African countries. History shows that economic interests are often factors of war.

IV. Conclusion

The economic, political, environmental and human slump of today's world is evidence of the crisis of neoliberal capitalism. The question then is whether to fight for capitalism to take a positive course in favour of development or if, violent and unsuitable system, it must disappear for men to emerge from this crisis 30 . Strategic thinking must be conducted that can change the world's image of Africa at a historic moment when the type of modern economic development is strongly contested for its destructive consequences for the environment, climate, violence and inequalities. The reflection proposed by the RASA must also concern the entire Humanity and, in this context, Africa can become a voice that carries. In any case, this is the hope of the RASA participants. "Africa thus seems to have become the normative" new frontier "of the world, the continent that catches the eye, raises the hope of the planet to see it infuse a new dynamic, new values"31 . RASA is not lacking in interest in the evolution of international relations. It is still presented as a draft and the criticisms it makes have often been presented by many non-governmental organizations. It is a reflection, a methodological and strategic challenge, which may ultimately have great political and ideological importance. The RASA wants to reach the consciences and to weigh on them, to share the knowledge on the alternatives and innovations which are built in Africa, to mobilize in a collective dynamic process a sovereign project to be defined by the inhabitants who engage it and to direct the individual action and collective and public policies through the establishment of an instrument for measuring the progress of long-term plans in the light of the values of each country or community on the continent.
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