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The economic analysis of disarmament is difficult for three reasons. First, for half a century past, economists have attempted to establish the existence of regularities and laws that did not fit in well with the real constraints of power and conflicts. This attitude has been an essential element in the continuous neglect of the multidisciplinary aspects of defence. The basis of war is not exclusively economic, it exists in the context of the struggle of power, and of religion and ideological convictions.

Second, states have to protect their wealth or run the risks of being deprived, ultimately, of their rights over the distribution of the world's wealth, a situation pithily summarized in the maxim. "Money to get the power, and power to keep the money". Defence expenditure is a vital necessity for developed countries that do not wish to be plundered. Japan and Germany are special cases, in the sense that their armed protection has been entrusted to other powers, and they are thus left free to realize their full potential in the economic sphere. In a war situation, defence takes over the whole of the national economy. In peace time, state face with a military reluctant to see defence