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Cresson Sound Archive

1982: First sound recording

1989: First recorded conference

2003: Beginning of the digitization program

The "Cressound" Collection is born!



« Cressound » Collection in 2011

• 50 research activity reports: master thesis, thesis, 

funded research, seminar

• 1000 sound recordings

• 50 hours of recording

• But also individual researcher’s archives: 

Chelkoff, Bardyn ... they are not yet fully evaluated



Documentary analysis

• 2008 - 2011 : sound database with the software PMB

• Contextualize and publish

• Analysis on two separate levels : corpus and sound 

archives from the experience of La phonothèque de 

la MMSH : oral archives

• In our catalog : Prototypes sonores architecturaux

http://www.pmbservices.fr/nouveau_site/pmbservices.html
http://phonotheque.mmsh.univ-aix.fr/Record.htm?idlist=11&record=19113034124919312169
http://phonotheque.mmsh.univ-aix.fr/Record.htm?idlist=11&record=19113034124919312169
http://doc.cresson.grenoble.archi.fr/opac/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=4530


Analytical framework of a sound 

fragment (item) - 1
• Title : The one given by the Head of Research

• Author (s): Features Author: interviewer, speaker, sound recordist, 
editor.

• Publisher : Cresson, Archimeda …

• Year of publication : CD

• Length : Format : h, min, s.

• Keywords : Location (City-area), Sound Effect, Frame, sound Object, 
personality.

• abstract : describing the fragment, specifying the appropriate spatial 
configuration.



• Contents note : recording condition : weather, equipment used, etc..

• Date of recording : AAAA-MM-JJ.

• Type of recording : interview, a sound recorded in situ, a congress, a seminar, 
or a sound work (installation, concert, etc.). Or other.

• Type of recording related to Cresson’s methodologies of inquieries: 
sound environment, soundscape, reactivated listening soundtrack, or participant 
observation

• Digital format : AIFF, WAV

• Original media : analogue or digital

• Consultation format : MP3

Analytical framework of a sound 

fragment (item) - 2



Upload MP3 on each notice of the 

catalog
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Sounds date base

September 2011 : 

listen and download

500 sounds fragments

Search by location, 

sound effect, sound 

object, built space

Sonic Experience : a 

guide to everyday 

sounds

http://doc.cresson.grenoble.archi.fr/opac/
http://doc.cresson.grenoble.archi.fr/opac/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=167
http://doc.cresson.grenoble.archi.fr/opac/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=1498
http://doc.cresson.grenoble.archi.fr/opac/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=1498
http://doc.cresson.grenoble.archi.fr/opac/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=1498


Faire connaître le fonds sonorePromotion

5 notices in the library blog

http://lcv.hypotheses.org/3555


Sound maps

« Cartophonie » project :

June 2011 : constitution of a working group led by 

Grégoire Chelkoff

Sept. 2011 : sound maps website specifications 

-> Prototype expected in January 2012



Now listen !!

Sound listening is time-consumer. 

You thus need to strongly motivate web users to 

use sounds database, and propose them good 

listening conditions.

Thank you for your attention !


